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Philately 


900  Lincoln  Stamp 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
March  17,  1938. 

Mr.  H.G.Melone,  Cashier, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Go., 
Los  Angeles,  Galif. 

Dear  £ir:- 

As  per  your  request  of  the  16th  inst .  am 
enclosing  new  statement  of  Ahraham  Lincoln  articles 
have  for  sale,  duly  signed  and  completed. 

Yours  very  truly. 


FOE  SALE 

THREE  THINGS  RELATING  TO  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


Lithograph  of  1869,  designed  and  written  by  W.H.Pratt,  Davenport,  Iowa, 
and  lithographed  and  printed  by  A.  Hogeland,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Size  27i  X  21  inches. 

The  Proclamation  of  Eman41pation  is  written  within  an  oval,  the  shading 
showing  the  strong  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln  very  clearly. 

Above  the  oval  is  a  large  outspread  eagle,  the  seal  of  the  United  States, 
Around  the  oval  Are  the  seals  of  the  thirty-six  states  then  representina: 
our  United  States,  with  the  - 

"NAMES  OF  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS  IHO  VOTED  FOR  THE  RESOLUTION  TO 
SUBMIT  TO  THE  LEGISLATURES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  STATES  THE 
AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  PROHIBITING  SLAVERY  FOREVER." 

Price  #25.00  i^.- 


An  Ohio  Ballot  x  5  3/8  inches 

"FOR  PRESIDENT 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  OF  ILLINOIS 

FOR  VICE  PRESIDENT 

ANDREW  JOHNSON  OF  TENNESSEE  " 

With  the  names  of  two  Electors  at  Large,  and  nineteen  other  Electors. 

At  the  upper  left  hand  corner  is  a  picture  of  a  cannon  in  colors, 
with  the  United  States  flag  above  it. 
Beneath  the  cannon  - 

"No  Compromise  with  Traitors, 
and  no  Argument  but  the  Cannon's  mouth." 

Price  #25.00 


'>ir  »  ■»      -)(r  ^  ^  -X-  -» 
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An  Abraham  Lincoln  stamp  of  dOfi  denomination    of  1869. 
Head  of  Lincoln  in  dark  coloring,  with  daaik.red  background. 

Price  #55.00 


-;<•  ■>{■  -;{•  ^ 


The  above  articles  submitted  to  the 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  for  consideration, 

by  the  owner  - 


The  Lincoln  National  Life 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Inter-Office  Correspondence 


LOS  ANGELES  OFFICE 


TO 


Dr.  Louis  A.  YTarren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


DATE 


March  21,  1938 


SUBJECT 


Dear  Dr.  '^Tarren: 

Possibly  you  will  recall  my  discussion  with  you  rega^rding  the 
woman  who  had  several  articles  pertaining  to  Lincoln's  life, 
which  she  desires  to  offer  for  sale  to  the  Foundation. 

T7e  are  attaching  her  signed  statement,  describing  the  articles 
of  which  she  desires  to  dispose,  and  the  value  she  has  placed 
on  each  article,  _ 


IF  THIS  LETTER  CALLS  FOR  A  REPLY.  USE  THE  BOTTOM  OR  REVERSE  SIDE  OF  THE  DUPLICATE  COPY  ATTACHED 
IF  YOU  USE  THE  REVERSE  SIDE.  DO  NOT  WRITE  WITHIN  TWO  INCHES  OF  THE  TOP 


HGMelone/jc 
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Mis  a  Wheeler 
ladesa  BriTS 

My  .4eaf  Mist'  '^©i^^pl 

mm«k  ^ou  for  sondiog  %o  o^r  Lee  ^ 

aXt5ie-«3#         aa^a  "^©-T  dsai^X©. 


STAMPED  IN  HISTORY 

Robert  Obojski  explains  the  hoopla  about  Christie's  New  York 
auction  of  Ryohei  ishikawa's  stamp  and  cover  collection 


When  Christie's  New  York 
announced  its  September 
28  and  29,  1993,  aucdon 
of  Ryohei  Ishikawa's  collection  of 
United  States  stamps  and  covers, 
dadng  from  1847  to  1869,  collec- 
tors and  dealers  from  around  the 
world  blocked  out  those  dates  for  a 
trip  to  New  York  Cit)'.  And  those 


A  mini  block  of  nine  of  the  Franklin  1  cent  blue, 
1851,  shown  above,  sold  for  $55,200  against  a 
$40,000/60,000  estimate.  The  cover,  shown  at 
top,  sent  from  Canada  to  London  via  New  York, 
sold  for  $717,500  (including  buyer's  premium)  at 
Christie's  September  1993  auction  of  the 
Ishikawa  Collection.  This  was  the  highest  single 
realization  at  the  sale.  The  cover  is  franked  with  a 
horizontal  strip  of  five  of  the  U.S.  5  cents,  1847, 
and  the  Canadian  3  pence  "Beaver,"  1851,  and 
is  dated  May  7,  1851.  (Ail  photos:  Courtesy 
Christie's  New  Yorfc) 
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participating  in  the  event  made 
news;  through  their  fiercely  com- 
petitive bidding  for  Ishikawa's 
philatelic  gems,  they  spent 
$9,540,359 — a  world  record  auction 
realization  for  a  single  United 
States  stamp  collection.  A  sampling 
of  what  the  excitement  was  all 
about  is  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing illustrations. 

The  highest  winning  bid  at  the 
sale  was  for  a  cover  sent  from 
Canada  to  London,  England,  via 
New  York  City,  dated  May  7,  1851, 
and  franked  with  a  strip  of  five  of 
the  1847  U.S.  Franklin  portrait  5- 
cent  stamps  and  one  1851  Canadi- 
an 3-pence  "Beaver"  stamp.  It  was 
hammered  down  for  $650,000. 
With  the  buyer's  premium,  the  to- 
tal price  paid  for  the  cover  came 
to  an  astounding  $717,500,  against 
a  $500,000/600,000  esdmate. 
((Christie's  buyer's  surcharge  is  15 
percent  of  the  final  bid  price  up  to 
and  including  $50,000,  ihen  10 
percent  of  the  final  i)id  price 
above  .$50,000.) 

This  covei  has  enormous  histori- 
cal imf)ortance  i)ecaus('  il  bears  ihc 
first  of  fic  ial  adhesive  postage  slamp 
issues  of  bod)  the  United  Stales  and 
Canada.  Both  stamps  carry  the 
tinniber  I  in  liic  Srolt  SUniddrd 
l't>\lafrf'  Slfimp  Ctila/ofriir.  i'lie  head 
of  (Chrislie's  l'liilaleli(  Deparlmcnl, 


Another  rarity  in  the  Ishikawa  collection,  this  is 
the  largest  known  unused  block  of  America's 
first  official  adhesive  postage  stamp,  issued  on 
July  1, 1847.  The  mint  block  of  16  of  the 
Franklin  1847  5  cents  red  brown  drew  a  win- 
ning bid  of  $250,000,  right  on  the  $200,000/ 
250,000  estimate. 

Colin  (i.  Fraser,  who  cataloged  the 
.sale,  .says,  "This  specimen  is  regard- 
ed as  the  greatest  Franklin  5-cent 
1847  in  existence,  together  with  be- 
ing the  most  imporlant  mixed 
liaiiking  cover  bearing  the  first  is- 
sues of  two  different  countries." 
The  successful  bidder  for  the  cover 
was  identified  only  as  a  "European 
pi  ivate,"  indicating  that  (he  bidder 

conlinued 


Gallery  247 

Authorized  Bradford  Exchange  Dealer 


Charles  Wysocki 
Tcricket  Farms 
$24.90 


Large  selection  of  plates  by: 

Barnes  Franga  Redlin 

Signed  books  and  posters  by: 

Bateman  Dooiittle 
Wysocki  Christensen 

Collector  prints  by  all  major  publishers. 
Call  or  write  for  brochures. 

Gallery  247 

814  Merrick  Rd.,  Baldwin,  NY  11510 
(516)  868-4800,  FAX  (516)  868-4899 
Tues.  -  Sat.  10-5 
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STLIDIO 

Special  Commission 
Figurine 


Order  Yours  Now 
^5750 


SUTTER  STREET 
EMPORIUM 


The  Collectors'  Paradise 
7;il  Sutter  St.  -  Folsom,  CA  95630 
916-985-4647  -  1-800-255-6243 
10:30  -  5:00  Daily 


is  a  collector  rather  than  a  dealer. 

Ishikawa's  collection  was  sold  as 
746  lots  and  had  a  pre-sale  estimate 
of  $9  to  $12  million.  Of  the  lots  of- 
fered, 97  percent  sold.  "Naturally, 
we  were  pleased  with  the  results  of 
the  sale,"  Fraser  tells  us.  "Here  we 
have  clear  evidence  indicating  the 
strength  of  the  philatelic  market, 
which  had  declined  markedly 
throughout  much  of  the  decade  of 
the  1980s.  Mr.  Ishikawa  chose  his 
materials  very  carefully,  and  there's 
no  doubt  that  top-caliber  items 
bring  strong  realizations." 

Eraser's  post-sale  remarks  echoed 
what  others  were  saying  during  the 
auction.  As  one  veteran  New  York 
collector,  who's  attended  many  top 
philatelic  auctions,  told  us,  "I  don't 


This  mint  block  of  tlie  Jefferson  1856  5  cents 
red  brown  (Scott  number  12)  was  knocked  down 
for  $101,200,  a  bit  below  the  $120,000/ 
150,000  estimate. 

care  if  we're  having  a  depression  or 
recession,  when  the  truly  rare 
stamps  and  covers  are  offered,  the 
money  almost  literally  comes  out  of 
the  woodwork." 

Ryohei  Ishikawa,  a  highly  success- 
ful Japanese  businessman,  has  long 
been  prominent  in  philatelic  cir- 
cles. Over  the  years,  he  has  formed 
a  number  of  award-winning  collec- 
tions. In  recent  years,  however,  he 
has  devoted  much  of  his  attention 
to  forming  his  U.S.  Classic  collec- 
tion of  the  1847-69  period.  In  this 
area,  his  interests  literally  "covered 
the  waterfront"  as  he  took  particu- 
lar interest  in  the  U.S.  Scott  num- 
bers 1  and  2  (the  Franklin  5  cents 
and  Washington  10  cents  of  1847) , 
and  the  Pictorial  Series  of  1869, 
consisting  of  eleven  values  (from 
the  1  cent  to  the  90  cents). 

He  collected  his  stamps  in  both 
mint  and  used,  in  multiples  and  on 


Selling  for  $96,000,  against  an  estimate  of 
$80,000/100,000,  this  mint  block  of  15 
"Shield,  Eagle  and  Flags,"  complete  with  im- 
print plate,  is  the  largest  known  unused  block  of 
the  30  cents  from  the  1869  Pictorial  Series. 

covers.  In  respect  to  the  latter, 
Ishikawa  says:  "Covers  are  especially 
important  because  they  stand  as 
graphic  examples  of  postal  history. 
When  we  study  the  postmarks  and 
other  postal  marks  on  an  enve- 
lope, we  can  trace  the  route  that  a 
letter  followed." 

Many  of  the  stamps  in  the 
Ishikawa  Collection  are  "pedigreed," 
since  they  came  from  renowned  as- 
semblages formed  over  the  decades 
by  such  philatelists  as  Colonel  E.H.R. 
Green,  Alfred  H.  Caspary,  Josiah  K, 
Lilly  and  George  Worthington. 

Other  top  items  sold  at  Christie's 
September  auction  are  listed  below. 
All  price  quotations  include  the 


This  mint  block  of  four  of  the  Lincon  90  cents 
carmine  and  black  from  the  1869  Pictorial  Se- 
ries realized  $90,500.  Its  pre-sale  estimate  was 
$70,000/90,000. 

buyer's  premium;  pre-sale  estimates 
are  in  parentheses. 

•  Franklin  5  cents  red  brown,  1847, 
mint  horizontal  strip  of  eight,  large 
margins:  $65,750  ($60,000/ 
80,000). 

•  Franklin  5  cents  red  brown,  1847, 
block  of  four  on  domestic  cover, 
sent  from  Fredonia  to  Albany,  New 
York:  $112,500  ($60,000/80,000). 

continued 
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822         90c  Carmine  &  Black  (122).  Rich  color,  light  corner  crease,  Very  Good 

(Photo)  140.00 


821 


821  90c  Carmine  &  Black  (122).  Gorgeous  colors,  light  cancel,  minute  thin 

&  tiny  perf  tear.  Fine  appearance    (Photo)  140.00 


820 


820         90c  Carmine  &  Black  (122).  Very  Fine,  well  centered    (Photo)  140.00 


I    819         90c  Carmine  &  Black  (122).  2  short  perfs,  otherwise  Very  Fine  (Photo)  140.00 


90C  Carmine  &  Black  (122).  Brilliant  Colors,  Extremely  Fine  (Photo) 


140.00 

818 
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